
When I was seven years old I got a telescope for christmas, and had an extremely hard 

time finding anything. After tinkering with the magnification, I finally focused on a star. That 

telescope taught me the beginnings of a skill that I would use for the rest of my life, problem 

solving. My primary career aspiration is to use a background in science and engineering to solve 

problems, in order to make it a better place. Receiving the Dr. William W.L. "Bill" Taylor 

Memorial Science Scholarship will allow me to focus on being the best student possible and 

ultimately create unique solutions to some of this world's toughest problems.

There are multiple events and programs that have contributed to my deep desire to 

pursue a career in the STEM field. The scholarship I received to attend Space Camp in 2010 and 

2011 took my involvement in science and engineering from a keen interest, to a passion. In fact, 

it was at Space Camp that I was introduced to computer science for the first time. I can 

remember the programmable robot module vividly. While advancing through the multiple stages 

I got stuck and remember thinking to myself, “I know I can figure this out.” Little did I know 

that a few years later I would be pursuing a bachelors degree in computer science and repeating 

that same “can do” mantra over and over in my head.

Although I am extremely passionate about the STEM fields, my passion is not limited 

to personal enjoyment, I also love sharing my enthusiasm with others. As an aspiring innovator, I 

feel it is my responsibility to spread the word about STEM to younger students. A lot of students 

become bored with science and math classes because they cannot connect with class lessons or 

see practical applications in everyday life. Therefore, whenever I encourage middle or high 

school students to pursue careers in STEM, I use relevant and authentic examples. I have the 

opportunity to provide such encouragement when I volunteer as an assistant robotics coach at the 

NASA Goddard space center chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers.



Whether I am helping students learning improve the drivetrain of a mechanical robot, 

writing code, or still looking at stars with my telescope, I love to learn and I love to create. This 

is a passion that I will pursue with vehemence for the rest of my life. If I am fortunate to be 

awarded the this scholarship, I will definitely contribute to the Inspire Project mission by 

bringing my persistence and willingness to learn more effective ways to use computer based 

technologies to empower to people maximize their potential.
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